
 

 
We’re Voting Yes for our Union, Johns Hopkins Postdoctoral 

Researchers Organized-UAW (PRO-UAW)! 
 
On June 4th, 5th, and 6th, we will have the opportunity to vote YES to form our union here at 
Johns Hopkins University. In doing so, we will join over 100,000 academic workers across the 
UAW, including thousands of postdoctoral researchers who have already come together to raise 
standards and create a more equitable, inclusive, and fair academic community. 
 
As postdoctoral researchers, we play a critical role in driving the world-class research conducted 
at JHU. Currently, Johns Hopkins administration unilaterally makes decisions about our working 
conditions. Without collective bargaining, we cannot properly address the myriad of issues that 
we all face, and that we have all heard in the thousands of conversations we have had with 
each other over the past few years. 
 
We face unreliable salary increases that lag behind the rising cost of living, insufficient financial 
and administrative support for international researchers, and lack health coverage support for 
those of us who are parents or are taking care of our loved ones, among other challenges. This 
lack of agency – exacerbated by the political uncertainty coming from the federal government  – 
hinders our ability to plan our lives, support our families, and focus on our research that 
provides breakthroughs and life-changing progress to people around the world. When a majority 
of us vote YES for our union, the administration will be legally obligated to bargain with us to 
improve the issues most important to us, and codify such agreements into a legal contract that 
cannot be changed or altered without our negotiation or consent.  
 
We therefore urge our colleagues to vote YES for our union, so that we have the strongest 
possible mandate to bargain a fair union contract with the JHU administration that improves our 
working conditions and our lives.  
 
In solidarity, 
Catherine LaCourse, Pediatrics, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Marios Falaris, Society of Fellows in the Humanities, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Sean Murphy, Cardiology, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Jennifer Lawlor, Psychological and Brain Sciences, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Jaime Eugenin von Bernhardi, Neuroscience, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Saakshi Dulani, Physics and Astronomy, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Madhavi Tripathi, Electrical and Computer Engineering, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Ahmed Bakare, Anesthesiology and Critical Care Medicine, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Joyline Chepkorir, Nursing, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Josué Tonelli-Cueto, Applied Mathematics and Statistics, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Kevin Nathan, Neurology, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Pierluigi Morra, Mechanical Engineering, Postdoctoral Fellow 
 
Safura Abdool Karim, Berman Institute of Bioethics, Postdoctoral Fellow 



 

Willem Buys, Pediatric Oncology, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Ben Fernando, Earth and Planetary Sciences, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Lynn Nakad, Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Dylan Faltine-Gonzalez, Biomedical Engineering, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Mitchell Cram, University Writing Program, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Rohan Choraghe, Pathology, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Bryant Stone, Mental Health, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Pauline Ikpa, Gastroenterology, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Austin Ramsey, Ophthalmology, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Christopher Davies-Jenkins, Radiology & Radiological Science, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Maxwell Duah, Orthopaedic Surgery, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Casey Eilbert, SNF Agora Institute, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Nawon Kim, Cell Biology, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Turash Haque Pial, Materials Science and Engineering, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Riley Bottom, Neuroscience, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Sisir Barik, Pediatrics, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Elaine Chu, Molecular Microbiology and Immunology, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Grace Capshaw, Psychological and Brain Sciences, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Amanda Shaver, Biology, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Bijay Mukesh Jeswani, Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Ajay Gunalan, Electrical and Computer Engineering, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Benjamin Seicol, Otolaryngology Head & Neck Surgery, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Samuel Curtis, Oncology, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Quinn Lester, University Writing Program, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Harish Kumar, Biophysics and Biophysical Chemistry, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Veda Godavarthi, Mechanical Engineering, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Jared Tangeman, Neuroscience, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Charles Cohen, Cardiology, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Uday Chekkilla, Ophthalmology, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Samuel Byiringiro, Nursing, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Jacqueline Thompson, Biostatistics, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Jamie Hernandez, Biomedical Engineering, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Minali Singh, Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Surendra Kumar, Orthopaedic Surgery, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Ricky Mouser, Berman Institute of Bioethics, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Joyce Kim, Allergy and Clinical Immunology, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Seyed Imman Isaac Hosseini, Radiology & Radiological Science, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Cesar Higgins-Tejera, Neurology, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Davi Drieskens, Psychological and Brain Sciences, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Kwadwo Bonsu, Genetic Medicine, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Tianyu Cao, Pathology, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Colin Gliech, Rheumatology, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
 
Patrick Parker, Neuroscience, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 



 

Darya Task, Biology, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Dushyant Gautam, Cardiology, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Nikita Finger, Psychological and Brain Sciences, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Sangeetha Kandoi, Neuroscience, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Lexi Rindone, Biomedical Engineering, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Gabrielle Brown, Orthopaedic Surgery, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Heather Altier, Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Saumya Sharma, Physiology, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Xavier Oliver, University Writing Program, Postdoctoral Teaching Fellow 
Cesar Medina, Neuroscience, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Abhishek Vats, Ophthalmology, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Getachew Kassa, Nursing, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Lindsay Strehle, Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Abdelrahman Gad, Radiology & Radiological Science, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Salvatore Lacava, Biomedical Engineering, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Zia Ur Rehman, Neuroscience, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
Dave Rosen, Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Pankaj Warbal, Electrical and Computer Engineering, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Louise Head, Physics and Astronomy, Postdoctoral Fellow 
Yun-Fei Liu, Psychological and Brain Sciences, Postdoctoral Fellow 
 


